NATWICK, OSCAR OLE SR.
March 21, 1884-October 31, 1950

Oscar O. Natwick, prominent Wyoming attorney, died at his Wheatland home
Tuesday night after an iliness which had confined him to his home for more than a year.
Last rites will be conducted at the Congregational church Friday at two o’clock with Rev.
W. James Hoare officiating and Schrader’s in charge of arrangements. Interment will be
in the Wheatland cemetery.

Bom at Viroqua, Wisc. March 21, 1884, he attended the school there and was
graduated from the University of Wisconsin Law school in 1907.

In January, 1909, the young lawyer came to Cheyenne, going into law practice
with M.A. Kline until September of that year. At that time, he opened a branch office in
Wheatland under the name of Kline and Natwick, having purchased the law books and
office equipment from Sanford A. Headley.

Wheatland, a promising irrigation project, was then a part of Laramie county, and
Natwick, as secretary of the Booster’s club, which was working strenuously for county
division with Wheatland as county seat, devoted much time to this campaign which
brought Platte county into being and resulted in legislative authorization in 1911,

His marriage to Louise Epstein of Madison, Wisc. occurred July 16, 1912. In
1915 he served on the city library board which made negotiations for and was responsible
for procuring the Carnegie library. As chairman of the Liberty Bond drive of 1917-18,
Natwick gave much of his time and talent to the raising of funds in the county. During
his years as councitman (1920-22) and mayor (1922-33), electric power was obtained
from Guernsey dam and natural gas from the Casper area; the Wheatland streets were
graveled and the cemetery was beautified.

Natwick served as county and prosecuting attorney in the prohibition years from
1924 to 1933. In 1926, he was Grand Master of the Wyoming Masonic order, and in
1927, laid the cornerstone for the new Masonic building in Wheatland. He was president
of the Chamber of Commerce in 1930, and following, when a movement was launched to
obtain the north and south railroad spurs for the Great Western Sugar factory. Serving on
the executive committee, he worked with the late Joe Elfiott and the late Bill Ayers to get
the sugar factory for Wheatland. The Natwick spur bears his name.

During 1933 and 1934, he served the state as deputy attorney general under
Attorney General, Ray E. Lee, and from December, 1934 until March, 1935, he was state

At the request of Governor Leslie E. Miller, he left the land office to organize and
direct the state liquor commission which gave liquor control and profits to the state.
While holding this post, Arthur Kline, son of his first law associate, took his law practice
in Wheatland under the name of Natwick and Kline.

He was again named state land commissioner by Governor Lester C. Hunt in
April, 1943 and he held this position until June, 1948, when he resigned because of
failing health. At this time, the family resumed their Wheatland residence.

Among honors coming in recent years to the highly respected Wyoming citizen
was that of Kight Commander of the Court of Honor in the Masonic order in 1945.
Anather was an award to him of a medal for his work as a federal appeal agent for



